Edgcumbe Presbyterian Church
Midweek Update – August 24, 2016
Pivot
On Sunday, I told the story of being at an intersection near our home and having a bunch of crazy
things happen. The traffic lights seemed to go haywire so that my direction could not go. A car pulled
up beside me going the wrong way on a two-way street. I was late, and my anxiety started to rise. In
the midst all this, I received the gift of a moment of gratitude. I noticed it was a beautiful day and
that I was on the correct side of the street. I gave thanks for my marriage and my family. I
remembered that I was on my way to worship, which is one of my very favorite things. In this single
moment, with no change in my outer circumstances, I turned from rising anxiety to feelings of peace
and calm. My heart rate went down, my breathing grew deeper, and I felt happy and alive.
In every single moment of our lives, Jesus invites you to pivot from the irritations and anxieties of life
to the gratitude of faith and trust. Try it right now: take a breath and give thanks to God for all the
gifts and beauty in your life. Is there something or someone that is bugging you right now? Give
thanks for that too, and watch as God transforms you from anxious to joyful, from shame-filled to
peace-filled. God promises the fullness of the Spirit’s peace and love any time you need it, and this is
a promise you can trust.
Our text for next Sunday is Luke 14:1, 7-14, which talks about hospitality and the blessing of inviting
“the crippled, the lame, and the blind” –those who cannot invite us in return. Who will you invite into
your heart and home this week? Who will you invite to worship at EPC?
Organ Update
The organ was fixed on this past Monday and will grace our worship on this coming Sunday. Thank
you again to everyone who donated money to help cover this cost and to Todd Barnes for playing this
wonderful instrument with so much creativity and spirit and skill.
School Tools Dedication This Sunday
Also in worship we will dedicate our School Tool gifts and bring them over to Highland Park HS early
next week as the teachers prepare their classrooms for the start of the school year. Here is the
current list of needs:
Ø Tissues (#1 request)
Ø Post-it notes
Ø Bus Tokens
Ø Pencils/Pens
Ø Back Packs
Ø Painters Tape
Ø Scotch Tape
Ø Manila Folders
Ø White Board Markers

Please feel free to bring any additional items in the coming weeks and we will deliver those as well.
EPC Building Tour
On Sunday after worship, Pastor Phil will give a brief update on the state of our building, highlighting
pressing issues and problem areas. We could also take a tour to look at any issues firsthand. The
purpose of this information is to help the church budget for upcoming years and to have a current list
of building needs as we continue our conversation with Crescent Cove about new development on our
property. The other purpose is to hopefully inspire some of you to join the Building & Grounds team
to help as we look for solutions and bids to address these issues. The list of building needs that will be
handed out this Sunday is included at the end of this Update.
Bible Study with Phil
It has been a couple of years since we have had a group studying the Bible together. I would like to
restart such a group this fall. My plan is to meet every week or every other week to look at the
lectionary texts for the coming Sunday. The top time suggestion right now for this group is Monday
evenings at 6:15pm. If this is at all interesting to you, please write or call me, or fill out a form in the
church narthex.
Coming Up
Here are some events coming up in the life our congregation:
·

Sunday, Sept. 4 – Outdoor worship and communion and hymn sing!

·

Thursday, Sept. 22 – Session meets

·
Sept. 26-Oct. 2 – Pastors Julie & Phil on continuing education with Julie attending a
contemplative retreat at Snowmass, Colorado.
·

Sunday, Oct. 9 – Pastor Review Process forum after worship

·

Some Saturday this fall – All-Church workday

·
Dec. 24-25 – Christmas Eve is on Saturday this year, so start thinking about what you want to do:
worship on Dec. 24 and not 25, worship on both, etc.
Prayers
·
Prayers for comfort and wisdom for the folks looking for rest and solutions to debilitating back
pain, including Frank Alden, Marilyn Monson, and Lois Glewwe.
·
Andrew Kingsriter is recovering from his infection, still tired, trying to get back to work, showed
up in worship on Sunday. Prayers for gratitude and healing.
Think gratitude! Live gratitude! Give every moment to the Holy Spirit, so that God’s peace and joy
might fill your hearts and minds. In Jesus, Pastor Phil

EPC Building Concerns
August 2016 – by Phil GG
Note: This is not an EPC facility dream list. This is simply a list of issues with the current facility.
Flooring
1.
Tile flooring in the fellowship hall, the kitchen, the main floor (white tile), and the upstairs
bathroom all need to be replaced or updated.
2.

Sanctuary carpeting is getting old and tile is pockmarked under chairs and pews.

3.

Carpet in offices (and some classrooms upstairs) is old and worn.

Electrical
1.

Electrical circuitry throughout the building is old. Specific problems include:

a.

Lack of sufficient outlets, some nonfunctioning outlets

b.

Scattered fuse and breaker boxes that are very difficult to find

c.
Old fuse systems that need to be updated to breakers—this may soon become an insurance
issue
Plumbing
1.

We have only one drinking fountain (upstairs hallway) which is broken and unfixable.

2.
Our two-inch water main is not large enough to service a sprinkler system, which we may need
in the education wing for fire code.
3.

The parking lot water spigot is not functional.

Heating & Cooling
1.
Current boilers are from 2008. Unfortunately, the lifespan of modern boilers is 10-30 years, and
our boilers already need more-frequent maintenance.
2.
We have multiple insulation issues, including inefficient windows in the sanctuary and office
spaces and leaky doors at each entrance.
3.

The motor that runs the sanctuary exhaust fan is making more noise (bearings are going).

Windows & Doors
1.
Besides insulation issues, many of our window frames (especially in the education wing) are
needing more and more care and reconstruction.
2.

None of our windows are energy-efficient.

3.
Almost all of the wooden doors throughout the building are peeling and deteriorating. Some
are in embarrassingly bad shape and some are dangerous (with splintered wood).
Sanctuary
1.
As we use our sanctuary for more and varied uses and worship experiences, this room is in need
of lighting, sound system, and flooring updates.

Accessibility
1.
While our main floor and sanctuary are happily handicap accessible, the education wing,
kitchen, fellowship hall, and downstairs bathrooms are not.
Bathrooms
1.

The metal stalls in the downstairs bathrooms are beginning to rust and show their age.

2.

We only have one handicap accessible bathroom (in the narthex).

Roofing
1.
The flat roof above the main floor occasionally leaks into the narthex. The flat roof is already
about twenty years old, so may need replacing within the next ten.
2.

The plastic drain covers in the flat roof are broken.

Outdoors
1.

The shed is deteriorating and will need to be fixed or replaced.

2.

The steps up the hill behind the shed are cracking and will need to be replaced or repaired soon.

3.

The water spigot outside the offices does not work and needs to be replaced.

4.
The parking lot does not drain well, causing puddles and ice sheets, especially around the
Preschool door. It also needs re-striping.
5.
During major rain storms or melting events, our basement has flooded with water (by the wall
under the office windows).
6.

Our sign is getting more holes from birds and insects and is difficult to change.

